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November 2025 
 
Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
 
We Grow Dreams is gearing up for our 19th annual Bowlathon Fundraiser, 
which will take place on February 22, 2026, at Parkside Lanes in Aurora! 
This event plays a crucial role in supporting our efforts to provide job 
training and employment opportunities for young adults with disabilities 
from across the western suburbs. 
 
We currently work with 47 remarkable individuals who participate in our 
greenhouse programs independently, with support, or through 
partnerships with local organizations and school district transition programs. Our dedicated network of over 43 volunteers, 
including groups such as Master Gardeners, DuPage Lawyers and Ball Seed employees, work tirelessly behind the scenes to 
ensure our operations and team members continue to flourish. 
 
For the past few years, we have had outstanding turnouts of bowlers and have been able to expand our offerings of raffle 
baskets, silent auction items and grand raffle prizes, thanks to donations from supporters. As always, we are so grateful for 
anything and everything we receive: 

• Sponsorships of cash help us to offset event costs and increase our bottom-line proceeds – we do our best to be 
good stewards of every dollar.  

• Donations of items such as home goods, gift cards for restaurants, gas, entertainment, relaxation are added to raffle 
baskets or silent auction items. 

• Bottles of wine, spirits and beer help us stock our Spirit Pull, which is always a hit! 
• Contributions of larger items such as airline tickets or gift cards, vacation rental options, sporting or entertainment 

event tickets or home options such as TVs, gaming systems or outdoor patio enhancements like grills or furniture 
make outstanding Grand Raffle prizes. 

 
Throughout the year, we remain committed to maintaining our property so that our plants and 
facilities are ready to thrive in every season. The skills our team members acquire—ranging from 
practical life abilities to valuable workplace competencies—are vital steppingstones that have 
enabled many participants to secure employment here at We Grow Dreams or in local businesses 
throughout the region. 
 
Our staff and volunteers are dedicated to advancing our mission, and your encouragement means 
the world to us. We invite you to consider sponsoring our event, donating an item, or joining us in 
person for an afternoon filled with bowling, camaraderie, and celebration! 
 

Save the date and partner with us as we strive to make an enduring difference in the lives of those we serve. To get involved, 
simply return the donor/sponsorship form or visit https://www.bowlathon.net/event/we-grow-dreams-2026.  
 
Thank you sincerely for being a part of our journey—your unwavering support has a profound and lasting impact. 
 
 
 
 
Gail Bettcher 
2025 Bowlathon Chair 
wgdbowlathon@gmail.com 


